
Subject choice N5 
maths or N5 
applications of maths?

Which course suits you best?



The maths journey 

BGE 4th level 
secure. 

BGE 4th level 
consolidating. 

BGE 2/3rd level 

N5 maths Higher Maths 
Advanced 

Higher

N5 Applications 
of maths

N3/4 
Applications of 

maths

Higher 
Applications of 

Maths 



N5 Applications 
of Maths

• N5 Applications of Maths is a highly 
respected qualification which will open 
up many career opportunities for you.

• The course explores the applications 
of mathematical techniques and skills in 
everyday situations, including financial 
matters, statistics, and measurement.

• This course is accepted for many 
university courses. There are slides at 
the end with details of these.



N5 
Applications 
of Maths

• analyse real-life situations and problems involving 
mathematics

• identify valid mathematical operational skills to tackle 
real-life situations or problems

• select and apply numeracy skills

• select and apply skills in finance, statistics, 
measurement, geometry, graphical data and probability

• use mathematical reasoning skills to draw conclusions or 
justify decisions

• communicate mathematical information in an 
appropriate way

The following provides a broad overview of the subject skills, 
knowledge and understanding developed in the course: 



N5 
Applications 
of Maths

• On successful completion of this course, you 
will have the skills, knowledge and 
understanding to support learning in other 
areas, such as technology, health and 
wellbeing, science, and social studies.

• Additionally, National 5 Applications of Maths is 
accepted by increasing numbers of Scottish 
Universities into undergraduate courses in 
fields such as Care and Education.



N5 and Higher 
Applications of 
Maths

Career Examples – National 5 Apps:
• Primary Teaching/Secondary Teaching

• Nursing

• Social Work

• Sports Science

• Physiotherapy

• Business Education

• Accountancy, Economics, Finance

Career Examples – Higher Apps:

• Actuary (Insurance)

• Investment Banking

• Business Management

• Government Research

• Biomedical and Health Services

• R Studio Programming

• Data Analysis



N5 Maths

• N5 Maths is a highly respected qualification 
which will open up many career 
opportunities for you.

• This is your more traditional maths course 
where you will study abstract maths. It is 
designed for those who want to go on and 
study maths at advanced levels. 

• This course is compulsory for some 
university courses such as medicine and 
STEM subjects.  



N5 Maths

• understand and use mathematical concepts and 
relationships 

•  select and apply numerical skills 

• select and apply skills in algebra, geometry, 
trigonometry and statistics 

•  use mathematical models 

• use mathematical reasoning skills to interpret 
information, to select a strategy to solve a problem, 
and to communicate solutions

The course explores:



N5 and Higher 
Maths

Career Examples – National 5 Maths:
• Primary Teaching/Secondary Teaching

• Nursing

• Social Work

• Sports Science

• Physiotherapy

• Business Education

• Accountancy, Economics, Finance

Career Examples – Higher Maths:

• Medicine

• Veterinary Medicine

• Dentistry

• RAF Aircrew

• Computer Game Design

• Architecture

• Science and Engineering



Topics in N5 maths an N5 applications



Progression routes 
into Further or 

Higher education



Using Higher 
Maths and 
Higher 
Applications as 
separate Higher 
subjects for 
University entry 
requirements 

University Statement from Admissions
The University of 

Edinburgh

“Where Higher Mathematics is specifically required for entry to one of our degrees, we will not accept Higher 

Applications of Mathematics to meet this requirement.

If a student is taking both Higher Mathematics and Higher Applications of Mathematics, we are able to count 

these as two separate subjects. However, the guidance in the sentence above would still apply.

Glasgow University “For Scottish Highers, Higher Mathematics and Higher Applications of Mathematics count as 2 separate 

subjects however should 'Higher Mathematics' be listed as an additional subject requirement only Higher 

Mathematics will satisfy this requirement.”

Strathclyde 

University

“The University of Strathclyde will regard Higher Applications of Mathematics as a separate higher qualification 

to Higher Mathematics. The Higher would not replace Higher Mathematics for any programme that requires 

Higher Mathematics, for example Mathematics, Physics, Accounting.”

Dundee University “We would consider Higher Maths and Higher Application of Maths as two distinct Highers.

However, where there is a Higher Maths essential subject requirement this cannot be replaced with Higher 
Application of Maths. The exception to this rule is whereby an applicant was unable to take Higher Maths and 
therefore Higher Application of Maths was the only option, we would consider here on a case-by-case basis.”

Heriot Watt 

University

“Some of our programmes have subject specific requirements i.e. Higher Maths for engineering and some will 

require a portfolio or interview.  We do like to see a breadth of knowledge therefore may select a student 

with a variety of subjects over a student with 2 maths qualifications if there is a demand for 

places.  However in some cases i.e. for an applicant who meets one of our criteria for contextual admissions 

we would count the two qualifications. We will consider both qualifications when making offers.”

Stirling University “We will accept Higher Applications of Mathematics as a subject in its own right and if a student is taking this 

as well as Higher Mathematics then they will be treated a two Highers.

We would not consider it as an alternative to Higher Mathematics where Higher Mathematics is a pre requisite 

for entry for a specific UG degree eg; Mathematics and Professional Education.

Napier University “I can confirm we count Higher Maths and Higher Applications of Maths as two separate subjects as part of the 

applicant’s overall profile. However, for courses where Higher Maths is a required subject e.g., Mechanical 

Engineering, we would not accept Higher Applications of Maths as the required subject, they would need to 

also have Higher Maths.”

University of West 

of Scotland

“I can now confirm that UWS will count the two Highers as completely independent.

We can say that, since the two courses are independent and share no common features, we would consider 
the programmes as separate entities with the concomitant separate allocation of UCAS points.”



Sometimes these are minimum
entry requirements and the particular 
employer, college or  University you are
applying to may ask for more.

Always check their requirements
carefully!  

Essential = you must have this
qualification as minimum.  

Desirable = you may be able to get in
without this qualification, but it
will help you to have it.



Sometimes these are minimum
entry requirements and the particular 
employer, college or  University you are
applying to may ask for more.

Always check their requirements
carefully!  

Essential = you must have this
qualification as minimum.  

Desirable = you may be able to get in
without this qualification, but it
will help you to have it.



Sometimes these are minimum
entry requirements and the particular 
employer, college or  University you are
applying to may ask for more.

Always check their requirements
carefully!  

Essential = you must have this
qualification as minimum.  

Desirable = you may be able to get in
without this qualification, but it
will help you to have it.



Sometimes these are minimum
entry requirements and the particular 
employer, college or  University you are
applying to may ask for more.

Always check their requirements
carefully!  

Essential = you must have this
qualification as minimum.  

Desirable = you may be able to get in
without this qualification, but it
will help you to have it.



Sometimes these are minimum
entry requirements and the particular 
employer, college or  University you are
applying to may ask for more.

Always check their requirements
carefully!  

Essential = you must have this
qualification as minimum.  

Desirable = you may be able to get in
without this qualification, but it
will help you to have it.



Sometimes these are minimum
entry requirements and the particular 
employer, college or  University you ar

e applying to may ask for more.

Always check their requirements
carefully!  

Essential = you must have this
qualification as minimum.  

Desirable = you may be able to get in
without this qualification, but it

will help you to have it.


	Slide 1: Subject choice N5 maths or N5 applications of maths?
	Slide 2: The maths journey 
	Slide 3: N5 Applications of Maths
	Slide 4: N5 Applications of Maths
	Slide 5: N5 Applications of Maths
	Slide 6: N5 and Higher Applications of Maths
	Slide 7: N5 Maths
	Slide 8: N5 Maths
	Slide 9: N5 and Higher Maths
	Slide 10: Topics in N5 maths an N5 applications
	Slide 11: Progression routes into Further or Higher education
	Slide 12: Using Higher Maths and Higher Applications as separate Higher subjects for University entry requirements 
	Slide 13: Sometimes these are minimum  entry requirements and the particular employer, college or  University you are applying to may ask for more.    Always check their requirements  carefully!    Essential = you must have this  qualification as minimum.
	Slide 14: Sometimes these are minimum  entry requirements and the particular employer, college or  University you are applying to may ask for more.    Always check their requirements  carefully!    Essential = you must have this  qualification as minimum.
	Slide 15: Sometimes these are minimum  entry requirements and the particular employer, college or  University you are applying to may ask for more.    Always check their requirements  carefully!    Essential = you must have this  qualification as minimum.
	Slide 16: Sometimes these are minimum  entry requirements and the particular employer, college or  University you are applying to may ask for more.    Always check their requirements  carefully!    Essential = you must have this  qualification as minimum.
	Slide 17: Sometimes these are minimum  entry requirements and the particular employer, college or  University you are applying to may ask for more.    Always check their requirements  carefully!    Essential = you must have this  qualification as minimum.
	Slide 18: Sometimes these are minimum  entry requirements and the particular employer, college or  University you are applying to may ask for more.    Always check their requirements  carefully!    Essential = you must have this  qualification as minimum.

